For 15 years, Rager Plaskett and his
group of volunteers have helped to
make Foothills one of the NBL's most
successful. A combination of innova-
tive marketing ideas, a close relation-
ship with the city, and hard work make
the program fick year after year.

When was your track founded? Dur track
was founded in 1994 when we approached
the "Mayar's Committee an Youth” to bring an
alternate sports program to the city of Tor-
ringtan, Cannecticut, Twa riders, Tom Johnsan
and Joe Qoherty, were instrumental in that
initial meeting and 1dea to start a track

here. | was the anly "senior adult” who was
involved with the initial concept.

What does your track do to keep it fun?
We think we are unigue in the fact that we
have itroduced a number of pragrams fthat
are infended to make Foothills BMX more
than just a race day facility. One program1s
our himanthly free rider clinics, Qur instruc-
fors are our mare experienced riders, i.e. 10,
11, 12 Experfs and even some of our local
Super-Ex guys. Mastly thaugh, 1t's our Experts
who now feel more involved with us and are
cansidered an integral part of the Foothills
BMX experience.

What kind of facilities are at your track?
We are pretty much a basic facility, meaning
we have no snack shack and rely on Parta-
Potties, We outsource the food vendors and
are very happy with the resulfs. We enjoy

a decent profit and extend little valunteer
resaurces fo make the food situation wark,

What recruitment and promotion meth-
ods have you found to be most effective
for bringing in new riders? When our run
of number ane and number twa in the NBL
for rider count starfed nine years aqo, it
was a direct result of gefting inta the schaol
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systems. We drew a 50-mile radius around
the frack an a map and formed a committee
to cantact the schaols {about 50 schools), We
send out approximately 16,000 flyers to came
to aur Open House nights af the track. The
last three years we have goften an average of
80 new riders. Bad percentage, but strength
in numbers for sure. Anather recruitment ool
is our web site {www.foothillsbmx.com). We
get 4,000 page views a week during the sea-
san. We post a minimum of 100 pictures after
every race and also a complefe race story far
each event, Kids lave to see their phatos and
they show their friends.

Who are your local studs? Which local
riders have found success on the Na-
tional level? They just keep coming. We have
had a number of fast hot-rods. john Crossen
for example got National #1 in 25-29 Expert
a few years ago. Pefe Lorenza 1s probably the
mast popular rider right now and nearly un-
beatable in our Money Bpens. In the younger
classes, Zach O'Neil is a three-time farmer
National Champian.

What's new at the track? Probably the
biggest redo that we did this year was the
camplete rebuild of our signature first turn.
It had a five-figure cost associated with it
but was much needed. It has gatten pasitive
feedback fram the riders. We will be doing a
litfle bit of a revamp on our second sfraight
during the fall and also some wark on the
starting hill where the gate meets the frack.

Are there any events in the community
that your track is involved with? We par-
ticipate in the annual Memarial Oay parade
and recently participated in the Park and
Recreation Oepartment's City Park beautifica-
tion program,

| persanally am most proud of the fact that
we are classified with the gavernment as a
501c3 public charity organization. This is a

result of the help and spansarships we have
pravided various youths from our com-
munities through OCF referrals, a school for
troubled kids, and a lacal Yauth bureau.

What fundraisers does your track hald
throughout the year? We rely heavily on
support from the local business community.
We are members of our lacal Chamber of
Commerce and someone from our group at-
tends the Business After Hours sacial events
reqularly. We have built a pasitive relatian-
ship through this exposure and have became
well-known throughout the community. They
support us through the purchase of advertis-
Ing signs, manetary donatians, and even
material ar service donations.

Any volunteers you'd like to specifically
thank for their hard work and dedication?
We have just finished our 15th season of rac-
ing. Qver the course of the last nine years, we
have been either number ane or number two
in the NBL for average rider count per race.
This 1s due to the effarts of all af aur valun-
teers both past and present. We have learned
that it doesn't matter wha does what, as
cerfainly some peaple do mare then others,
We look at the sfaff of volunteers performing
as ane unif, fruly a team effart that, at the
end of the season, has simply added anather
block i our foundation of teamwark that we
have been building on for the last 15 years.
No ane person is mare valuahle than anather,
[ just want ta thank everyone who has ever
been nvolved with us. | wauld like fo thank
Babby DesMarais of The Biker's Edge Bike
Shaps for stepping up and being our “Title
Spansar” for the 2009 season.

What are the best features of your track?
What sections do the riders like the
most? Would you consider your track on
Expert ar Navice track or a mix? That's

a taugh one. | certainly would cansider the
track a "mix". We believe that our frack



We have introduced a number of
unique programs intended to make
the track more than just a race day
facility. We hold himonthly rider
clinics free of charge with the local
Experts and Super-Ex guys as the
instructors, making them an integral
part of the Foothills BMX experience.

needs ta cafer fo all the proficiencies. All
our ubsfacles are jumpahble but also roflable,
The signature jump would be our “Step-
Down jump”. It seems to be the favorite.

We could be identified as a “feeder frack”
where we grow Lonnechicut BMX by nurfuring
and "feeding” ridecs to the Connecticut and
National programs,

How did this season go? What is your

plan to grow the program for next sea-
son? This season was just an “okay” season
by our standards. Here in the Nartheast we

had a fremendous ameunt of rain. Being a
weekend track, 1t seemed like we were fight-
ing the weather every week, holiday week-
ends and a lof of Nationals and Regianals
earlier in the seasan. We still averaged 40 to
45 motas each Sunday. We will continue our
campaign in the school system nextf seasan.
This year we had nearly 40 spensored riders,
These kids went out and attained sponsors
wha paid far the whale seasan up frant. I'd
like ta break 50 next year, Our motto is: “To
keep BMX Racing affordable fo the largest
population of kids passible”, Rider sponsors
play a major role in reaching this goal.

Anything else you'd like to add? We have
enjoyed a lof of success If you measure
that success by the amount of fun not anly
enjoyed by the riders but by the valunteers
as well. We strive to make the Foothills BMX
experience a pleasant one for everyone who
visifs our facilify. We are also unigue in the
fact that we have ane of the strangest stafe
pragrams n the country. The four fracks all
lacated within ane hour of each ather wark-
ing fogether as allies instead of adversaries
has provided the oppartunity for each frack
to feed each other. BF
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